[Pulmonary arterial hypertension caused by neoplastic thrombosis of the pulmonary artery].
Neoplastic thrombosis of the pulmonary artery is a rare and little known cause of pulmonary arterial hypertension. The clinical picture is one of acute respiratory failure and progressive right ventricular failure caused by pre-capillary pulmonary hypertension. In the living patient there is no way of distinguishing this condition from that of subacute cor pulmonale due to embolism, especially as the primary tumour is not always found either because it is too small or because it has already regressed by the time it has metastasised. The diagnosis usually rests on histological examination of the lungs, and two pathological types can be distinguished: carcinomatous lymphangitis with secondary invasion and thrombosis of the pulmonary arterioles on the one hand, and the neoplastic arterial emboli of a chorio-epithelioma on the other.